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We've tasted more California Pinot Noirs this year than ever before, including dozens from new
producers. Here we've sifted through the newcomers to profile some of the most promising.
While there is a unique story behind each project, one thing is clear about the producers in this
group—they have a lot of previous wine experience. Some are grapegrowers turned winemakers,
others have been successful with other grape varieties (including some prominent Napa Valley
Cabernets). Most of their wines are made in small quantities, but are worth searching for.



KOKOMO

Erik Miller cut his wine teeth in the cellars of Belvedere and Amphora before founding his own
brand in 2004, named after his Indiana hometown. Kokomo focuses on Sonoma-grown wines,
and Miller purchases grapes from seven different vineyard sites there. The Pinot Noirs have been
most impressive—rich and full-bodied, with complex flavors.

Score  Wine Price Production

91 Sonoma Coast Winemaker's Reserve Peters Vineyard $45 220 cases
2005

38 Sonoma Coast Winemaker's Reserve Peters Vineyard $45 300 cases

2006



